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PART 501—ORGANIZATION AND 
DELEGATION OF POWERS AND 
DUTIES

Sec.
501.1 Purpose. 
501.2 General. 
501.3 Organization and general responsibil-

ities. 
501.4 Succession to Administrator. 
501.5 Exercise of authority. 
501.6 Secretary’s reservations of authority. 
501.7 Administrator’s reservations of au-

thority. 
501.8 Delegations.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. secs. 105 and 322, dele-
gation of authority at 49 CFR 1.50.

SOURCE: 53 FR 26258, July 12, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 501.1 Purpose. 
This part describes the organization 

of the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) through As-
sociate Administrator, Regional Ad-
ministrator and Staff Office Director 
levels and provides for the performance 
of duties imposed on, and the exercise 
of powers vested in, the Administrator 
of the NHTSA (hereafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Administrator’’).

§ 501.2 General. 
The Administrator is delegated au-

thority by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation (49 CFR 1.50) to: 

(a) Carry out the following chapters 
or sections of Title 49 of the United 
States Code: 

(1) Chapter 301—Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty. 

(2) Chapter 303—National Driver Reg-
ister. 

(3) Chapter 305—National Automobile 
Title Information System. 

(4) Chapter 321—General. 
(5) Chapter 323—Consumer Informa-

tion. 
(6) Chapter 325—Bumper Standards. 
(7) Chapter 327—Odometers. 
(8) Chapter 329—Automobile Fuel 

Economy. 
(9) Chapter 331—Theft Prevention. 
(10) Section 20134(a), with respect to 

the laws administered by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administrator 
pertaining to highway, traffic and 
motor vehicle safety. 

(b) Carry out 23 U.S.C. chapter 4, 
HIGHWAY SAFETY, as amended, ex-
cept for section 409 and activities relat-
ing to highway design, construction 
and maintenance, traffic control de-
vices, identification and surveillance of 
accident locations, and highway-re-
lated aspects of pedestrian and bicycle 
safety. 

(c) Exercise the authority vested in 
the Secretary by section 210(2) of the 
Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
7544(2)). 

(d) Carry out the Act of July 14, 1960, 
as amended (23 U.S.C. 313 note). 

(e) Administer the following sections 
of Title 23, United States Code, with 
the concurrence of the Federal High-
way Administrator: 

(1) Section 141, as it relates to certifi-
cation of the enforcement of speed lim-
its. 

(2) Section 153. 
(3) Section 154(a), (b), (d), and (e). 
(4) Section 158. 
(f) Carry out the consultation func-

tions vested in the Secretary by Execu-
tive Order 11912 (3 CFR, 1976 Comp., p. 
114), as amended. 

[60 FR 43029, Aug. 18, 1995]

§ 501.3 Organization and general re-
sponsibilities.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration consists of a head-
quarters organization located in Wash-
ington, DC, and a unified field organi-
zation consisting of ten geographic re-
gions. The organization of, and general 
spheres of responsibility within, the 
NHTSA are as follows: 

(a) Office of the Administrator—(1) 
Administrator. (i) Represents the De-
partment and is the principal advisor 
to the Secretary in all matters related 
to chapters 301, 303, 305, 321, 323, 325, 
327, 329, and 331 of Title 49 U.S.C.; 23 
U.S.C. chapter 4, except section 409; as 
each relates to highway safety, sec-
tions 141, 153, 154(a), (b), (d) and (e), and 
158 of Title 23 U.S.C.; and such other 
authorities as are delegated by the Sec-
retary of Transportation (49 CFR 1.50); 

(ii) Establishes NHTSA program poli-
cies, objectives, and priorities and di-
rects development of action plans to 
accomplish the NHTSA mission; 

(iii) Directs, controls, and evaluates 
the organization, program activities, 
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performance of NHTSA staff, program 
and field offices; 

(iv) Approves broad legislative, budg-
etary, fiscal and program proposals and 
plans; and 

(v) Takes management actions of 
major significance, such as those relat-
ing to changes in basic organization 
pattern, appointment of key personnel, 
allocation of resources, and matters of 
special political or public interest or 
sensitivity. 

(2) Deputy Administrator. Assists the 
Administrator in discharging respon-
sibilities. Directs and coordinates the 
Administration’s management and 
operational programs, and related poli-
cies and procedures at headquarters 
and in the field. Provides policy direc-
tion and executive direction to the As-
sociate Administrator for State and 
Community Services. 

(3) Executive Director. As the principal 
advisor to the Administrator and Dep-
uty Administrator, provides direction 
on internal management and mission 
support programs. Provides executive 
direction over the Senior Associate Ad-
ministrators. 

(4) Director, Executive Secretariat. Pro-
vides a central facilitative staff that 
administers an executive correspond-
ence program and maintains policy 
files for the Administrator and Deputy 
Administrator, and services and sup-
port to committees as designated by 
the Administrator. 

(5) Director, Office of Civil Rights. As 
principal staff advisor to the Adminis-
trator and Deputy Administrator on all 
matters pertaining to civil rights, acts 
as Director of Equal Employment Op-
portunity, Contracts Compliance Offi-
cer and Title VI (Civil Rights Act of 
1964) Coordinator; assures Administra-
tion-wide compliance with related 
laws, Executive Orders, regulations and 
policies; and provides assistance to the 
Office of the Secretary in investigating 
and adjudicating formal complaints of 
discrimination. 

(6) Director, Intergovernmental Affairs. 
As the principal advisor to the Admin-
istrator and Deputy Administrator on 
all intergovernmental matters, includ-
ing communications with Congress, 
communicates agency policy and co-
ordinates with the Chief Counsel on 
legislative issues affecting the agency. 

(b) Chief Counsel. As chief legal offi-
cer, provides legal services for the Ad-
ministrator and the Administration; 
prepares litigation for the Administra-
tion; effects rulemaking actions; issues 
subpoenas; and serves as coordinator 
on legislative affairs. 

(c) Senior Associate Administrators—(1) 
Senior Associate Administrator for Policy 
and Operations. As the principal advisor 
to the Administrator and Deputy Ad-
ministrator with regard to core admin-
istrative and support services, provides 
direction and internal management 
and mission support for such activities. 
Provides executive direction over the 
Associate Administrator for Advanced 
Research and Analysis, the Associate 
Administrator for Administration, the 
Associate Administrator for Planning, 
Evaluation and Budget, the Chief Infor-
mation Officer and the Office of Com-
munications and Consumer Informa-
tion. 

(2) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Vehicle Safety. As the principal advisor 
to the Administrator and Deputy Ad-
ministrator with regard to rulemaking, 
enforcement and applied research, pro-
vides direction and internal manage-
ment and mission support for such ac-
tivities. Provides executive direction 
over the Associate Administrator for 
Rulemaking, the Associate Adminis-
trator for Enforcement, and the Asso-
ciate Administrator for Applied Re-
search. 

(3) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Traffic Injury Control. As the principal 
advisor to the Administrator and Dep-
uty Administrator with regard to pro-
grams to reduce traffic injury, provides 
direction and internal management 
and mission support for such activities. 
Provides executive direction over the 
Associate Administrator for Program 
Development and Delivery and the As-
sociate Administrator for Injury Con-
trol Operations and Resources. 

[53 FR 26258, July 12, 1988, as amended at 58 
FR 12545, Mar. 5, 1993; 60 FR 15504, Mar. 24, 
1995; 60 FR 43029, Aug. 18, 1995; 67 FR 44083, 
July 1, 2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 44085, July 
1, 2002, § 501.3 was amended by removing and 
reserving paragraph (a)(3), effective Oct. 3, 
2002.
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§ 501.4 Succession to Administrator.
The following officials, in the order 

indicated, shall act in accordance with 
the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 3346–3349 
as Administrator of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, in 
the case of the absence or disability or 
in the case of a vacancy in the office of 
the Administrator, until a successor is 
appointed: 

(a) Deputy Administrator; 
(b) Executive Director; 
(c) Chief Counsel; 
(d) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Policy and Operations; 
(e) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Vehicle Safety; and 
(f) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Traffic Injury Control. 

[67 FR 44084, July 1, 2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 44085, July 
1, 2002, § 501.4 was revised, effective Oct. 3, 
2002. For the convenience of the user, the re-
vised text is set forth as follows:

§ 501.4 Succession to Administrator. 
The following officials, in the order indi-

cated, shall act in accordance with the re-
quirements of 5 U.S.C. 3346–3349 as Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration, in the case of the absence 
or disability or in the case of a vacancy in 
the office of the Administrator, until a suc-
cessor is appointed: 

(a) Deputy Administrator; 
(b) Chief Counsel; 
(c) Senior Associate Administrator for Pol-

icy and Operations; 
(d) Senior Associate Administrator for Ve-

hicle Safety; and 
(e) Senior Associate Administrator for 

Traffic Injury Control.

§ 501.5 Exercise of authority. 
(a) All authorities lawfully vested in 

the Administrator and reserved to him/
her in this Regulation or other NHTSA 
directives may be exercised by the Dep-
uty Administrator and, in the absence 
of both Officials, by the Executive Di-
rector, unless specifically prohibited. 

(b) In exercising the powers and per-
forming the duties delegated by this 
part, officers of the NHTSA and their 
delegates are governed by applicable 
laws, executive orders, regulations, and 
other directives, and by policies, objec-
tives, plans, standards, procedures, and 
limitations as may be issued from time 
to time by or on behalf of the Sec-

retary of Transportation, the Adminis-
trator, Deputy Administrator and Ex-
ecutive Director or, with respect to 
matters under their jurisdictions, by or 
on behalf of the Associate Administra-
tors, Regional Administrators, and Di-
rectors of Staff Offices. 

(c) Each officer to whom authority is 
delegated by this part may redelegate 
and authorize successive redelegations 
of that authority subject to any condi-
tions the officer prescribes. Redelega-
tions of authority shall be in written 
form and shall be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER when they affect 
the public. 

(d) Each officer to whom authority is 
delegated will administer and perform 
the functions described in the officer’s 
respective functional statements. 

[53 FR 26258, July 12, 1988, as amended at 58 
FR 12545, Mar. 5, 1993]

§ 501.6 Secretary’s reservations of au-
thority. 

The authorities reserved to the Sec-
retary of Transportation are set forth 
in subpart 1.44 of part 1 and in part 95 
of the regulations of the Office of the 
Secretary of Transportation in subtitle 
A of this title (49 CFR parts 1 and 95).

§ 501.7 Administrator’s reservations of 
authority. 

The delegations of authority in this 
part do not extend to the following au-
thority which is reserved to the Ad-
ministrator and, in those instances 
when the office of the Administrator is 
vacant due to death or resignation, or 
when the Administrator is absent as 
provided by § 501.5(a), to the Deputy 
Administrator or Executive Director: 

(a) The authority under chapter 301—
Motor Vehicle Safety—of Title 49 of 
the United States Code to: 

(1) Issue, amend, or revoke final fed-
eral motor vehicle safety standards and 
regulations; 

(2) Make final decisions concerning 
alleged safety-related defects and non-
compliances with Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards; 

(3) Grant or renew temporary exemp-
tions from federal motor vehicle safety 
standards; and 

(4) Grant or deny appeals from deter-
minations upon petitions for incon-
sequential defect or noncompliance. 
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(b) The authority under 23 U.S.C. 
chapter 4, as amended, to: 

(1) Apportion authorization amounts 
and distribute obligation limitations 
for State and community highway safe-
ty programs under 23 U.S.C. 402; 

(2) Approve the initial awarding of al-
cohol incentive grants to the States 
authorized under 23 U.S.C. 408, and 
drunk driving prevention grants to the 
States authorized under 23 U.S.C. 410; 

(3) Issue, amend, or revoke uniform 
State and community highway safety 
guidelines, and, with the concurrence 
of the Federal Highway Administrator, 
designate priority highway safety pro-
grams, under 23 U.S.C. 402; 

(4) Fix the rate of compensation for 
non-government members of agency 
sponsored committees which are enti-
tled to compensation. 

(c) The authority under chapters 321, 
323, 325, and 329 of Title 49 of the United 
States Code to: 

(1) Issue, amend, or revoke final rules 
and regulations, except for final rules 
issued under section 32902(d); and 

(2) Assess civil penalties and approve 
manufacturer fuel economy credit 
plans under chapter 329. 

(d) The authority under sections 141, 
153, 154 and 158 of Title 23 of the United 
States Code, with the concurrence of 
the Federal Highway Administrator, to 
disapprove any State certification or 
to impose any sanction or transfer on a 
State for violations of the National 
Maximum Speed Limit, Safety Belt 
and Motorcycle Helmet Use Require-
ments, or the National Minimum 
Drinking Age. 

[60 FR 43030, Aug. 18, 1995]

§ 501.8 Delegations.
(a) Deputy Administrator. The Deputy 

Administrator is delegated authority 
to act for the Administrator, except 
where specifically limited by law, 
order, regulation, or instructions of the 
Administrator. The Deputy Adminis-
trator is delegated authority to provide 
executive direction to the Associate 
Administrator for State and Commu-
nity Services and the Director of Inter-
national Harmonization, and assist the 
Administrator in providing executive 
direction to all organizational ele-
ments of NHTSA. 

(b) Executive Director. The Executive 
Director is delegated line authority for 
executive direction over the Senior As-
sociate Administrators. 

(c) Director, Office of Civil Rights. The 
Director, Office of Civil Rights is dele-
gated authority to: 

(1) Act as the NHTSA Director of 
Equal Employment Opportunity. 

(2) Act as NHTSA Contracts Compli-
ance Officer. 

(3) Act as NHTSA coordinator for 
matters under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et 
seq.), Executive Order 12250 (3 CFR, 
1980 Comp., p. 298), and regulations of 
the Department of Justice. 

(d) Chief Counsel. The Chief Counsel 
is delegated authority to: 

(1) Exercise the powers and perform 
the duties of the Administrator with 
respect to setting of odometer regula-
tions authorized under 49 U.S.C. chap-
ter 327, and with respect to providing 
technical assistance and granting ex-
tensions of time to the states under 49 
U.S.C. 32705. 

(2) Establish the legal sufficiency of 
all investigations conducted under the 
authority of the following chapters of 
Title 49 of the United States Code: 
chapter 301; chapter 323; chapter 325; 
chapter 327; chapter 329; and chapter 
331, and to compromise any civil pen-
alty or monetary settlement in an 
amount of $25,000 or less resulting from 
a violation of any of these chapters. 

(3) Exercise the powers of the Admin-
istrator under 49 U.S.C. 30166 (c), (g), 
(h), (i), and (k). 

(4) Issue subpoenas, after notice to 
the Administrator, for the attendance 
of witnesses and production of docu-
ments pursuant to chapters 301, 323, 
325, 327, 329, and 331 of Title 49 of the 
United States Code. 

(5) Issue authoritative interpreta-
tions of the statutes administered by 
NHTSA and the regulations issued by 
the agency. 

(e) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Policy and Operations. The Senior Asso-
ciate Administrator for Policy and op-
erations is delegated authority for ex-
ecutive direction of the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Advanced Research and 
Analysis; the Associate Administrator 
for Administration; the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Planning, Evaluation, 
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and Budget; the Chief Information Offi-
cer; and the Director of Communica-
tions and Consumer Information. To 
carry out this direction, the Senior As-
sociate Administrator for Policy and 
Operations is delegated authority, ex-
cept for authority reserved to the Ad-
ministrator, to direct the NHTSA plan-
ning and evaluation system in conjunc-
tion with Departmental requirement 
and planning goals; to coordinate the 
development of the Administrator’s 
plans, policies, budget, and programs, 
and analyses of their expected impact, 
and their evaluation in terms of the de-
gree of goal achievement; and to per-
form independent analyses of proposed 
Administration regulatory, grant, leg-
islative, and program activities. Ex-
cept for authority reserved to the Sen-
ior Associate Administrator for Vehi-
cle Safety, the Senior Associate Ad-
ministrator for Policy and Operations 
is delegated authority to develop and 
conduct research and development pro-
grams and projects necessary to sup-
port the purposes of Chapters 301, 323, 
325, 327, 329, and 331 of title 49, United 
States Code, and Chapter 4 of title 23, 
United States Code, as amended, in co-
ordination with the Senior Associate 
Administrator for Vehicle Safety and 
the Chief Counsel. The Senior Asso-
ciate Administrator for Policy and Op-
erations is also delegated authority to 
exercise procurement authority with 
respect to NHTSA requirements; ad-
minister and conduct NHTSA’s per-
sonnel management activities; admin-
ister NHTSA financial management 
programs, including systems of funds 
control and accounts of all financial 
transactions; and conduct administra-
tive management services in support of 
NHTSA missions and programs. 

(f) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Vehicle Safety. The Senior Associate 
Administrator for Vehicle Safety is 
delegated authority for executive di-
rection of the Associate Administrator 
for Rulemaking, the Associate Admin-
istrator for Enforcement and the Asso-
ciate Administrator for Applied Re-
search. The Senior Associate Adminis-
trator for Vehicle Safety exercises ex-
ecutive direction with respect to the 
setting of standards and regulations for 
motor vehicle safety, fuel economy, 
theft prevention, consumer informa-

tion, and odometer fraud. To carry out 
this direction, the Senior Associate Ad-
ministrator for Vehicle Safety is dele-
gated authority, except for authority 
reserved to the Administrator or the 
Chief Counsel, to exercise the powers 
and perform the duties of the Adminis-
trator with respect to the setting of 
motor vehicle safety and theft preven-
tion standards, average fuel economy 
standards, procedural regulations, and 
the development of consumer informa-
tion and odometer fraud regulations 
authorized under Chapters 301, 323, 325, 
327, 329, and 331 of title 49, United 
States Code. Except for authority re-
served to the Senior Associate Admin-
istrator for Policy and Operations, the 
Senior Associate Administrator for Ve-
hicle Safety is delegated authority to 
develop and conduct research and de-
velopment programs and projects nec-
essary to support the purposes of Chap-
ters 301, 323, 325, 327, 329, and 331 of title 
49, United States Code, and Chapter 4 
of title 23, United States Code, as 
amended, in coordination with the ap-
propriate Associate Administrators, 
and the Chief Counsel. The Senior As-
sociate Administrator for Vehicle Safe-
ty is also delegated authority to re-
spond to a manufacturer’s petition for 
exemption from 49 U.S.C. Chapter 301’s 
notification and remedy requirements 
in connection with a defect or non-
compliance concerning labeling errors; 
extend comment periods (both self-ini-
tiated and in response to a petition for 
extension of time) for noncontroversial 
rulemakings; make technical amend-
ments or corrections to a final rule; ex-
tend the effective date of a non-
controversial final rule; administer the 
NHTSA enforcement program for all 
laws, standards, and regulations perti-
nent to vehicle safety, fuel economy, 
theft prevention, damageability, con-
sumer information and odometer fraud, 
authorized under Chapters 301, 323, 325, 
327, 329, and 331 of title 49, United 
States Code; issue regulations relating 
to the importation of motor vehicles 
under sections 30141 through 30147 of 
title 49, United States Code; and grant 
and deny petitions for import eligi-
bility determinations submitted to 
NHTSA by motor vehicle manufactur-
ers and registered importers under 49 
U.S.C. 30141. 
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(g) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Traffic Injury Control. The Senior Asso-
ciate Administrator for Traffic Injury 
Control is delegated authority for exec-
utive direction of the Associate Admin-
istrator for Program Development and 
Delivery and the Associate Adminis-
trator for Injury Control Operations 
and Resources. To carry out this direc-
tion, the Senior Associate Adminis-
trator for Traffic Injury Control is del-
egated authority, except for authority 
reserved to the Administrator, over 
programs with respect to: Chapter 4 of 
title 23, United States Code, as amend-
ed; the authority vested by section 
210(2) of the Clean Air Act, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 7544(2)); the authority vested 
by 49 U.S.C. 20134(a), with respect to 
the laws administered by the Adminis-
trator pertaining to highway, traffic, 
and motor vehicle safety; the Act of 
July 14, 1960, as amended (23 U.S.C. 313 
note) and 49 U.S.C. Chapter 303; the au-
thority vested by section 157(g) of title 
23, United States Code; the authority 
vested by sections 153, 154, 157(except 
paragraph (g)), 161, 163, and 164 of title 
23, United States Code, with the con-
currence of the Federal Highway Ad-
ministrator; and secton 209 of the Sur-
face Transportation Assistance Act of 
1978 (23 U.S.C. 401 note) as delegated by 
the Secretary in § 501.2(i). The Senior 
Associate Administrator for Traffic In-
jury Control is also delegated author-
ity to exercise the powers and perform 
the duties of the Administrator with 
respect to State and community high-
way safety programs under 23 U.S.C. 
402, including approval and disapproval 
of State highway safety plans and final 
vouchers, in accordance with the proce-
dural requirements of the Administra-
tion; to approve the awarding of alco-
hol incentive grants to the States 
under 23 U.S.C. 408 and drunk driving 
prevention grants under 23 U.S.C. 410, 
for years subsequent to the initial 
awarding of such grants by the Admin-
istrator; as appropriate for activities 
benefiting states and communities; and 
to implement 23 U.S.C. 403. 

(h) Director, Office of Vehicle Safety 
Compliance, Enforcement. The Director, 
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance, 
Enforcement, is delegated authority to 
exercise the powers and perform the 
duties of the Administrator with re-

spect to granting and denying petitions 
for import eligibility decisions sub-
mitted to NHTSA by motor vehicle 
manufacturers and registered import-
ers under 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1). 

[60 FR 43030, Aug. 18, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 26469, May 28, 1996; 67 FR 44084, July 1, 
2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 45085, July 
1, 2002, § 501.8 was amended by removing and 
reserving paragraph (b), effective Oct. 3, 2002.

PART 509—OMB CONTROL NUM-
BERS FOR INFORMATION COL-
LECTION REQUIREMENTS

Sec.
509.1 Purpose. 
509.2 Display.

AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 3507.

§ 509.1 Purpose. 
This part collects and displays the 

control numbers assigned to informa-
tion collection requirements of NHTSA 
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et (OMB). NHTSA intends that this 
part comply with the requirements of 
44 U.S.C. 3507(f), which mandates that 
agencies display a current control 
number assigned by the Director of the 
OMB for each agency information col-
lection requirement. 

[48 FR 51310, Nov. 8, 1983]

§ 509.2 Display.

49 CFR part or section containing information 
collection requirement 

OMB control 
No. 

Part 512 ............................................................. 2127–0025
Part 537 ............................................................. 2127–0019
Part 538 ............................................................. 2127–0554
Part 541 ............................................................. 2127–0510
Part 542 ............................................................. 2127–0539
Part 543 ............................................................. 2127–0542
Part 544 ............................................................. 2127–0547
Section 551.45 ................................................... 2127–0040
Part 552 and Part 527 ....................................... 2127–0046
Part 556 ............................................................. 2127–0045
Part 557 ............................................................. 2127–0039
Part 566 ............................................................. 2127–0043
Consolidated owners’ manual requirements for 

vehicles and equipment (§§ 571.126, 
571.205 571.208, 571.210, and 575.105) ..... 2127–0541

Consolidatd labeling requirements for tires and 
rims (parts 569 and 574, §§ 571.109, 
571.110, 571.117, 571,119, and 571.120) .... 2127–0503

Consolidated VIN and Theft Prevention Stand-
ard and Labeling Requirements (parts 541, 
565, 567 and § 571.115) ................................ 2127–0510

Consolidated lighting requirements (part 564 
and § 571.108) ............................................... 2127–0563

Section 571.106 ................................................. 2127–0052
Section 571.116 ................................................. 2127–0521
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